[Please note that this release is a template – it contains sample copy and should be customized for your event. The paragraphs that should be updated with information from your event are highlighted in yellow. Please carefully review and edit all information before sending to media. Please delete this paragraph in the final version of your release.] 

[INSERT YOUR LOGO]


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Media Contact:
Your Name
Your Email
Your Phone Number

[YOUR ORGANIZATION] SUPPORTS SEPSIS AWARENESS MONTH WITH [CAMPAIGN / EVENT] 
On [EVENT DATE], [EVENT NAME] invites the community to join in raising awareness for sepsis

CITY, STATE (DATE) [Update with event location and release date] – This September marks Sepsis Awareness Month, dedicated to putting a spotlight on the third leading cause of death in the U.S. – sepsis. [Your organization] is making a difference with [your campaign or event]. [Customize this paragraph to give the who/what/when/where/why and highlight what’s new this year or any other compelling information. Also hyperlink to your website with the first mention of your organization and the campaign / event.]

[bookmark: _GoBack]Sepsis is the body’s overwhelming and life-threating response to infection, which can lead to tissue damage, organ failure and death. Because sepsis can not only be treated, but prevented, thousands of lives can be saved each year by simply raising awareness of its symptoms. In 2014, Sepsis Alliance, the nation’s leading sepsis patient advocacy non-profit, designated September as Sepsis Awareness Month to draw attention to this treatable condition that takes more than 270,000 lives each year in the U.S.

[Insert your own specific campaign / event information supported by a relevant quote]

Example: The 4th Annual Sepsis Challenge 5k, coming up September 1 at 9 a.m. at Central Park, invites everyone in [your community] to join in supporting Sepsis Awareness Month. This year's event honors Ethan Sappington, a sepsis survivor who endured multiple amputations and is a huge inspiration to others. In honor of Ethan, participants are encouraged to dress as their favorite super hero. Registration is $35 through Sept. 1. For more information and to register, please visit [website].

Example quote: “We’re excited to host the 4th Annual Sepsis Challenge 5K, which brings our community together to shine a much-needed light on sepsis,” said [spokesperson]. “There are so many people right here in our local community affected by sepsis and this is our opportunity to raise awareness for this entirely treatable condition.” 

[Add any additional details and statistics behind the campaign or event as well as background on the inspiration for it.]

Sepsis Statistics
· Sepsis is a medical emergency that kills 270,000 Americans a year – one every two minutes – which is more than prostate cancer, breast cancer, and AIDS, combined.
· More than 75,000 children develop severe sepsis each year and 6,800 of these children lose their life, more than from pediatric cancers.
· More than 1.7 million people in the U.S. are diagnosed with sepsis each year – one every 20 seconds 
· According to the 2017 Sepsis Alliance Annual Survey, less than one percent of adults can identify symptoms of sepsis.
-more-


Symptoms of sepsis may include shivering and fever, extreme pain, accelerated heartbeat, sleepy and difficult to rouse, skin pale or discolored, or shortness of breath. If you suspect someone you know or love may have sepsis, see a medical professional immediately, call 911, or go to a hospital and say, “I am concerned about sepsis.”

###

[Insert boilerplate]  

